Adverse Psychiatric Reactions to Medication
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Friends’ House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ (opposite Euston station)
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NHS statistics show nearly 10,000 people are reported to have experienced serious

adverse reactions to drugs;

( Still less is known about the situation in primary care)

· The cumulative financial cost of adverse events to the NHS and to the economy is huge

· In NHS hospitals alone adverse events in which harm is caused to patients: 

occur in around 10% of admissions - or at a rate in excess of 850,000 a year
· The Cost to the NHS is estimated to be £2 billion a year in additional hospital stays alone, without taking any account of human or wider economic costs.
(Information from Department of Health Document “An Organisation With a MemoPRIVATE
ry” June 2000, which calls for a more open culture, in which errors or service failures can be reported and discussed.).
· There is no research into the short or long term effects of anaesthesia on mental status.
· Clinical Trials pay little attention to psychiatric side effects, dependency, withdrawal and related    problems. 

· Coroners do not have to record the  medication taken by victims or perpetrators of sudden death due to accident, suicide, or aggressive behaviour. 

· Little risk/benefit information, due to gross under reporting of serious Adverse Drug Reactions .

· Medical education seriously lacking in the area of ADR recognition and management.


************************************************
 SPEAKERS, who are leaders in the field of psychiatry and psychopharmacology will include: 

 David Healy MD FRCPsych (UK) Reader in Psychiatry University of Wales.

“The Hidden Risks of Antidepressants” (Expert witness in the Seroxat USA trial.)

  Professor Heather Ashton DM,FRCP (UK)

 Emeritus Professor of Clinical Psychopharmacology, University of Newcastle upon Tyne.

“Benzodiazepines The Still Unfinished Story”

Professor Ashton’s research has centred, and continues, on the effects of psychotropic drugs, nicotine, cannabis, benzodiazepines, antidepressants and others on the brain and behaviour in man.

Former Vice-Chairman of  NECA, North East Council for Addictions, with which she is still   involved, she ran a Benzodiazepine withdrawal clinic for 12 years.

 Walter Loebl MD,FRCP (UK) Former Consultant in Rheumatology.
"The Complexities of Prescribing”

 Loren R Mosher MD (USA) In the field of Community Psychiatry, practices the use of minimal or non drug treatment for psychosis. Published author on the subject.

“Pharmaceutical Control of Psychiatry”

Linda Hurcombe, Millie Kieve, Susan Bibby 

“Crisis & The Carers’ Needs”


Panel Discussion

“ What Next? ”

Registration email: april@mole-conferences.com telephone: 01273 242 634 or fax: 01273 235 095

Enquiries not related to booking:  email: info@april.org.uk telephone: 01992 813111 or 07949 005360
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